Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 QUITO 02646 230048Z 
ACTION PM-04 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-06 ISO-OO CIAE-00 H-01 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 
AID-05 IGA-02 EB-08 ACDA-07 TRSE-00 OMB-01 MC-02 
COME-OO /077 W 

231213Z 086678/13 

R 222232Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY QUITO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4042 
AMEMBASSY LIMA 
INFO AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 
AMCONSUL GUAYAQUIL 
SECDEF WASHDC 
USCINCSO QUARRY HTS CZ 
DIA WASHDC 
JCS WASHDC 

SECRET QUITO 2646 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-2 
TAGS: MASS, MPOL, PINR 

SUBJECT: EFFECT OF ECUADOREAN AIRCRAFT PURCHASES ON ARMS BALANCE 
IN ANDEAN SUBREGION 

REF: (A) QUITO 1624: (B) TEL AVIV 1865 

1 . LOCAL PAPERS THIS WEEK HAVE CARRIED A VARIETY OF WIRE 
SERVICE REPORTS THAT ECUADOR IS PURCHASING 24 MIRAGE 5 FIGHTER- 
BOMBERS FROM ISRAEL. ALTHOUGH THE GOE HAS REFUSED TO COMMENT 
ON THE REPORTS, EMBASSY HAS RELIABLE INFORMATION THAT SUCH A 
PURCHASE IS IN THE WORKS AND THAT THE MEMBERS OF THE ECUADOREAN 
AIR FORCE HOPE TO CONSUMMATE IT BY MID-MAY. 

2. IN REF A EMBASSY REPORTED CHANGING ATTITUDE OF HIGH 
ECUADOREAN AIR FORCE (FAE) OFFICIALS ON BEST DEFENSIVE 
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STRATEGY FOR ECUADOR. TREND OF THINKING WAS AWAY FROM 
DEFENSIVE CONCEPT BASED ON INTERCEPTORS TO DETERRENT STRATEGY 
BASED ON ATTACK AIRCRAFT. ALTHOUGH THE ISRAELI AIR FORCE USED 
THESE MIRAGE 5S AS DAY FIGHTERS (REF B), EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS 
FROM RELIABLE SOURCES THAT THE FAE INTENDS TO USE THEM AS 
FIGHTER-BOMBERS IMPLEMENTING THE DETERRENT CONCEPT. 
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3. ACTION REQUESTED: IT OCCURS TO US THAT THE PURCHASE BY 
ECUADOR OF MORE AIRCRAFT WITH OFFENSIVE CAPABILITY, RATHER THAN 
AIRCRAFT WHICH ARE GENERALLY IDENTIFIABLE AS DEFENSIVE INTER- 
CEPTORS MAY HAVE CERTAIN IMPLICATIONS FOR INCREASE OF TENSIONS 
IN ANDEAN REGION. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE COMMENTS BY INR 
AND EMBASSY LIMA OF IMPACT ON PERU OF ECUADOREAN PURCHASE OF 
FIGHTER BOMBERS AS OPPOSED TO INTERCEPTORS. 

CORR 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FIGHTER AIRCRAFT, MILITARY SALES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 22-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977QUITO02646 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: X2 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 42-0400 
Format: TEL 
From: QUITO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770429/aaaaayfx.tel 

Line Count: 70 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 56198ea0-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION PM 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 QUITO 1 624, 77 TEL AVIV 1865 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27-Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2721188 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EFFECT OF ECUADOREAN AIRCRAFT PURCHASES ON ARMS BALANCE IN ANDEAN SUBREGION 
TAGS: MASS, MPOL, PINR, EC, IS 
To: STATE LIMA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/56198ea0-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



